Trail Conditions:
Fair
Trails continue to be a bit muddy in places. The rainy weather
has put a lot of moisture into low lying areas along the trails. It
would be wise to wear waterproof boots if you plan on hiking
the trails, or at least some good hiking shoes.

Things To Do:
Migratory Bird Viewing, Picnicking, Geocaching, Go on a
Scavenger Hunt

Rainy Day at Calkins

We are seeing good flushes of migratory birds this week.
Check the sightings section below to learn what we’ve seen.





With 60 degree temps in the near forecast, think about having
a picnic in the forest or on the lawn at Calkins Nature Area.
Just remember to pick up garbage!
Did you know we have a number of geocaches along the
trails at Calkins Nature Area? Many people come out to look
for these hidden treasures. Download a geocaching app to
your phone, bring the kids out, and find the goods!



Metal Frog in Calkins Pond



Go on a scavenger hunt in the Calkins forest. Use our
premade scavenger hunts, or make your very own!

Wildlife Sightings
Rankings are based on seasonal commonality

Pileated Woodpecker Drill

Common– black capped chickadee, white breasted nuthatch,
house sparrow, house finch, dark eyed junco, northern cardinal,
downy woodpecker, blue jay, red bellied woodpecker, eastern
fox squirrel, eastern cottontail rabbit, red winged blackbird,
common grackle, European starling, american robin, Canada
goose
Somewhat Common– bufflehead, wood duck, northern flicker,
barred owl, mallard
Unusual– pileated woodpecker
Rare– northern harrier

Wood Duck Nesting Box

Purple Finch or House Finch?

Purple Finch

House Finch

Many of Iowa’s birds reproduce in the spring. To better attract mates, many male birds will change
colors to show females how “strong” their genetics are. The vibrant colors work quite well for
attracting mates. Two of the most vibrant species are the purple finch and the house finch.
Males of both species develop incredible red plumage coloration. They certainly do so for the chance
to create their own offspring. Both species are common at feeders during the spring season and they
can be tricky to differentiate as there is some overlap in physical characteristics. So how do we
distinguish male purple finches from male house finches? Well, here are a few notes that may assist
you in doing so:
1. Purple finches appear to be stained in a wine like color all the way through their head, back, chest,
and even on to the wings. House finches typically just have more of a crimson red on the head,
front of the neck, and chest. There is overlap in color so don’t use this as the only means to identify
your birds.
2. House finches have heavy brown streaks under the wings, purple finches may have just a few
streaks or no streaks at all.
3. Purple finches have a slightly heavier beak than house finches.
4. Purple finches have a slightly larger body size than house finches, though it is hard to pick up when
observing both species in the field.
If you are interested in bird identification, one thing you may want to have with you is the Stokes Field
Guide to the Birds of North America. This bird identification book assists us with species that have some
overlap in characteristics, plus it shows native ranges, migration routes, seasonal habitat preferences, and
provides more information about each bird so that you can properly identify local species. The book can be
found online on Amazon or purchase is available through many other book retailers. Take a look at
picking one of these up, even if you’re only interested in the birds visiting your feeders. It is a great help!

Summer Day Camp Registration
Registration opens 8 am on Wednesday, April 14th.
If you would like to have it on your calendar, these are the tentative dates for
the camps at Calkins Nature Area. Please remember you will sign up for the
grade your child is going INTO for the fall of 2021.
We will be limiting number of students and shortening the week at each camp
for COVID-19 safety protocol purposes.
Masks will be absolutely required for the safety of our staff and other kids (part
of camp is inside especially on bad weather days, so make sure your kids have
masks). If you have further questions, please contact us at 641-648-9878.

Caterpillar Camps
(Entering K or 1st)
June 10-12
June 24-26
Sunfish Camps (Entering
2nd or 3rd)
June 17-19
June 28-30
Mallard Camps (Entering
4th or 5th)
June 7-9
June 14-17
June 21-24

